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Friends of King George V & Scotland Yard Parks 

Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Thursday 7th July, 2022 

Time:  7:30pm – 9:00pm 

Location:  Barony Room, Broughton St. Mary’s Church 

Attendees:  Bill Redmond (Chair), James Snell (Secretary), Kevin Illingsworth 

(Treasurer), Alice Gordon, Pauline Fox, Lesley McClymont 

Apologies:  Jason Derr, Heather Tully 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record 

 

Minutes 

Agenda Item: Litter & Bin Donation Presenter: Bill 

Discussion: Robert Farquhar (local Waste Manager) has still not replied to Judy’s email offer 

of a bin for the park, as a donation from the Friends, with a request for 

confirmation that the council would accept responsibility for emptying it. 

 

Litter was not discussed. 

 

Decisions: Continue with the donation offer. Chase up with a reminder email. If there is still 

no response, consider escalating with the council or with local councillors. 

Action Items: Send another email to Robert Farquhar Tasked to: James 
 

Agenda Item: Boxing & Fitness Instructor Presenter: Bill 

Discussion: Bill reported that Jen Johnson (park ranger) had passed the matter to the 

regulation team with a request for them to speak to the instructor to make him 

aware that he must obtain permission by registering with the council as an 

outdoor fitness instructor, and in accordance with registration, agree to, and 

abide by the associated code of conduct. 

Decisions: Update needed from Jen and/or regulation team. 

Action Items: Ask Jen for an update Tasked to: Jason 
 

Agenda Item:  Play Equipment  

Discussion: Update needed from Heather 

Decisions: Deferred to the next meeting 
 

Agenda Item: Trees Presenter: Bill 

Discussion: Bill gave a brief report on the planting of the apple tree that was donated to the 

park by Torrey Edwards. Everyone felt that with the recent removal of trees, the 

park looked bare, and neglected. 
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Agenda Item: Access to water Presenter: Pauline 

Discussion: Pauline described the communications that she has had with Scottish Water and 

explained that she had applied for installation of a top up tap in the park around 

10 months ago.  The application had been acknowledged, and the park is now on 

a long waiting list.  Emails asking for a timeframe for installation have not been 

replied to by Martin, the current Scottish Water contact. 

Decisions: Send an email to Lyndsey (the first contact) to make her aware that Martin (the 

new contact) is not responding to requests for information on a timeframe for 

installation, and if a reply is still not received, then call Scottish Water. 

Action Items: Send email to Lyndsey, and If there is still no reply, 

then call Scottish Water. 

Tasked to: Pauline 

 

Agenda Item: Bank Account Presenter: Kevin 

Discussion: James provided details on the many recent difficulties that have been experienced 

with RBS, and specifically the fact that despite four applications, we still do not 

have online banking and debit cards. RBS repeatedly claim that they do not know 

what the legal status of the Friends is, despite that information having been 

supplied several times over the past few months. RBS are apparently unable to 

record the details provided in their system, and so cannot approve our online 

banking and debit card applications.  RBS have now suggested that the best 

course of action would be to close the current Treasurer’s account and open a 

new business account. Lesley made the committee aware that from the time the 

Treasurer’s account was set up, RBS have always been difficult to do business with.  

Decisions: Close the current RBS Treasurer’s account and open a new account with another 

bank. 

Action Items: Explore alternative banking options. Close current RBS 

account. Open new account. 

Tasked to: Kevin 

 

Agenda Item: Park Air Quality Presenter: Pauline 

Discussion: Air quality in the park and a range of other issues associated with construction 

work on the former RBS site were discussed. The potential role of the Friends in 

raising concerns (e.g., with the council) was then considered. 

Decisions: It was agreed that the scope of involvement by Friends should be limited to 

matters that were having actual impact on the park. The main problems currently 

are the high levels of dust in the air, and noticeably high numbers of house flies. 

Given that the dust problem is now so bad that it appears to be discouraging the 

public from visiting the park, it was agreed that the Friends should report this to 

the council, and also ask for reassurance that asbestos dust is not being released 

into the air. 

Action Items: Send an email detailing issues and concerns to the 

council 

Tasked to: James 

 

  



 

3 
 

Agenda Item: Framework for park improvement Presenter: Pauline 

Discussion: Pauline described her involvement in park quality assessments (PQA) and 

suggested that the approach used to conduct the assessments could potentially 

be used to develop a framework for KGVSY park quality improvements. She 

suggested amalgamating content from the 2018/19 and 2022 KGV park quality 

assessments with content from the PQA Simple Scorecard and PQA Judging 

Manual into Improvement domains that the Friends might be able to use as a 

framework. With clear domains identified, the idea was for each committee 

member to head up a domain subgroup, and with the help of members look at 

how best the park can be improved within that domain.  In addition to improving 

the quality of the park, this would allow the committee to engage the 

membership and enable placement of able willing recruits with relevant interests 

and skills into small working subgroups under each of the domains. Each 

subgroups' work and aims would in turn inform an overarching Quality 

Improvement Plan for the park. 

Decisions: The committee agreed that Pauline’s suggestion should be further explored.  

Specifically, a Park Quality Improvement Initiative subgroup led by Pauline, should 

be set up to develop a draft framework for park improvement.  The draft would 

then be presented to the full committee for further discussion and feasibility 

assessment. Bill and Lesley agreed to join the subgroup, and it was agreed that 

Pauline should reach out to Jason and Heather to offer them the opportunity to 

join too. 

Action Items: Establish the Park Quality Improvement Initiative 

subgroup and lead the development of a draft 

framework for park improvement. 

Tasked to: Pauline 

 

Next 

meeting: 

September – specific date to be decided 

Action Items: Send out Doodle poll to find a date Tasked to: Jason 

 

Task List 

Agenda Item Task Tasked to 

Litter & Bin Donation Send another email to Robert Farquhar James 

Boxing & Fitness 

Instructor 

Ask Jen for an update Jason 

Access to water Send email to Lyndsey at Scottish Water, and If there 

is still no reply, then call Scottish Water 

Pauline 

Bank Account Explore other banking options. Close current RBS 

account. Open new account. 

Kevin 

Park Air Quality Send an email detailing our concerns to the council James 

Framework for park 

improvement 

Establish the Park Quality Improvement Initiative 

subgroup and lead the development of a draft 

framework for park improvement. 

Pauline 

Next meeting Send out Doodle poll to find a date Jason 

 


