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Comments submitted to CA Student Living (CASL) on their proposal to 
build 200+ student flats 

 
As a community group concerned with the preservation and protection of the King George V Park, 
Eyre Place, which is adjacent to the above site, the Friends of the Park have limited our comments 
to those features of the proposed development which we believe will impinge adversely on the 
park. 
 
1.  We object to the density of the development, which aims to construct accommodation for up to 
219 residents. 
 
Planning consent already exists for the construction of 435 one/two/three and four bedroom flats 
on the immediate boundary of the park, with the potential to introduce something in the region of 
800-900 new residents to this neighbourhood, for all of whom the park will act as their front or 
back garden.  They will bring with them a severe risk to the park of degradation from over use. 
 
This increase in the number of local residents is not a lone threat.  A small scale development in 
Eyre Place (that of the old mill building) has already received consent and an application for another 
small scale development of Smithies, also in Eyre Place, is in the pipeline.  A rejected planning 
application for a site on the junction of Dundas Street and Fettes Row, a hop and a skip from the 
south west corner of the park where a new entrance has received consent, is being appealed.  If the 
appeal is successful another 50 flats will be added to the mix.    
 
According to the criterion applied in the Council’s Open Space Strategy the park is already smaller 
than is deemed appropriate for this neighbourhood.  As currently framed, CASL’s proposal would 
add significantly to the numbers of residents for whom the park will be on their doorstep , 
increasing further the likelihood of a level of use of the park which would damage a natural habitat 
and swamp a much needed and valued recreational space.  This is not an objection based on an 
attempt to claim exclusive rights to a public space for existing park users, as though on a first come 
first served basis. It seems to us to be a common sense objection to over development and an 
excessively high density of population. 
 
2. We also object to the restricted market at which the development is aimed.  Students are 
transient residents, unlikely to feel any sense of community or shared ownership of a public 
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amenity.  They make use of such facilities and then move on.  Any housing proposed should favour 
stable, long term residents. 
 
Furthermore, within a mile of the Eyre Place site there is an abundance of student housing.  Student 
housing exists in Logie Green Road, Beaverbank Place, McDonald Road and Huntingdon Place.  
Arguably provision is already excessive. 
 
3.  A forlorn plea, perhaps, but at a time when public recognition has never been higher of the 
beneficial role played by contact with the natural world of trees and green growth in fostering 
resilient emotional and mental health, we would urge that consideration is given to opting for 
minimal housing and maximum garden space, adding to the value of what the park already offers 
and easing pressure on it.   
 
As Friends of the Park we urge CASL to take the above concerns into account as they progress with 
their plans for the site. 
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